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“The Friendly Lodge” 

Dear Brother,  
 
April was again filled with highs and lows for the lodge, we suffered another great loss and a portion of this article will be 
dedicated to honoring our brother who is now dwelling in that house not made with hands eternal in the heavens.  
 
First Degree 
We had our second initiation of the year and brought two new brothers into the fraternity. We also had two visitors that 
night, one who was gracious enough to perform the lambskin lecture. Our lodge is growing fast as we have a bunch of new 
petitioners and people expressing interest in joining. 
 
Pre-Petition Committee  
One thing that I’ve noticed since we’ve had an influx of new petitioners and interested parties, is that if they don’t know 
someone already in the lodge they are running into a road block when it comes to having their petition signed. As you 
know new petitioners are required to have two signatures from members and if they don’t know anyone it could take 
months before they are able to formally petition. Recognizing this barrier, I decided to form an “informal” committee, 
consisting of teams of two brothers whose sole purpose is getting to know new petitioners. If the team finds the petitioner 
worthy, they would be the two brothers who sign the petition. This is already in place and brothers have already signed up 
to be on this informal committee, a couple of brothers have been in contact with some of the new petitioners and met with 
them. We have some brethren who have agreed to meet with the new petitioners but we still need more, if you are willing 
to donate some of your time to this committee then please send your contact information to Scott Wilson.  
 

Worshpful Brother Harold Kossove, 32° 
It is with great sadness that I inform you again of the passing of one of our dear brothers, 33rd Degree Mason, and Past 
master of the lodge Harold Kossove. I’ve had the pleasure of getting to know Harold over the past 6 years and as we 
served together as officers in the past few years. Harold was very proficient in our degree work and was willing to fill in a 
position when asked. Although I wasn’t able to personally attend, I was informed that many Mason’s attended his funeral 
as they performed Jewish ceremonies in conjunction with Masonic burial rites. Although Harold didn’t share much about 
his personal life, his brother did provide some insight into his life. The following excerpt was provided by Past Chaplain 
Charles Blake as dictated from his brother:  
 
Harold’s Mother was told she could not have children. So, desires of a child, they adopted Harold whose mother was 
homeless. Later, she was blessed with the birth of her own son and daughter. He was a beautiful baby but they soon 
discovered something unusual…was late learning to walk and talk, then not clearly. Harold was diagnosed with 
neurofibromatosis, an incurable genetic disorder of the nerves. This resulted in all the blemishes you have observed in his 
complexion. Also, it produced an unpleasant body odor. This Harold had to deal with all his life. Harold was teased in 
school, a slow learner failing some classes, but never gave up, graduating from Myers Park High School. He got a job at 
Pic&Pay, then Family Dollar until he was unable to perform given tasks. Harold wanted to be independent and insisted on 
his own apartment, but carefully supervised by the younger Brother, at their Mother’s request. Harold had one outstanding 
attribute, the memory of a genius. With his Father’s help he petitioned Masonry. The rest is history as he was able to 
memorize everything that was presented to him. So successful that he was honored with the 33rd Scottish Rite Degree.  
 

Harold we all miss you brother and know that you are looking down on us and still sharing your stories about Keystone 
Lodge in that temple not made with hands.  

Fraternally,  
Phillip Brent 

   
     Adam Huffstetler and Mark Kotula were      Harold Kossove, 32°, PM 
            recently initiated into the lodge.         recently passed away 

 
	

Want	to	receive	official	notices	and	timely	information	from	the	lodge?	Send	an	email	to	the	Secretary	at	scott_wilson1@hotmail.com.	
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2017 Officers 
Master          Phillip Brent  704-995-4550 
SW  Jeff Peck*  704-900-9625 
JW  Dan Andrews 704-535-1511    
Treasurer Bob Foy*  980-722-4777      
Secretary Scott Wilson  704-200-7430 
SD  Clay Pettit  828-223-6429 
JD  Josh Barnette  704-884-6913 
SS John Robinson 980-263-8114 
JS Lawrence Campbell  917-902-8126 
Chaplain Terry Revel             828-322-8472 
Tyler TBD 
 * Past Master 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------	

	May Calendar	

Monday,	May	1st	
Stated	Communication	

Dinner	at	6:00pm	
Meeting	at	7:00pm	

-----	

Saturday,	May	6th			
	Davie	Academy	at	Excelsior	

		9am-3:30pm	
-----	

Monday,	May	8th					
	Emergent	Communication	

		Meet	at	7:00pm	
-----	

Monday,	May	15th	
Lodge	System	of	Masonic	Education	#1	(pre-EA)	

Third	Degree	Practice	
Meet	at	7:00pm		

----- 
Monday,	May	22nd	

Third	Degree	Practice	
Meet	at	7:00pm		

----- 
Saturday,	May	27th		

Third	Degree	Conferral	
Breakfast	at	9am	
Degree	at	10am 
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Join the Grand Master Gene Cobb as he visits 

District 31 on Wednesday, May 17th at Long Creek 
#205. Dinner will be served at 6pm and the 
meeting will begin at 7pm. All members are 

welcome to the dinner but only Master Masons 
may attend the meeting. 

 
 

 
Are you ready for our 150th Anniversary? 

We’ll be selling commemorative coins as part 
of a fundraiser for our charities. Come to our 
June Stated Communication for more info. 

 
 
 

The William R. Davie Academy has come back to 
Excelsior. While intended for wardens and other 
officers, all Master Masons are welcome to join us 
Saturday the 6th from 9am-3:30pm. 

 

 
The Grand Lodge of the District of Columbia 

recently laid a wreath at the Tomb of the 
Unknown Soldier at Arlington National 

Cemetery 

Announcing sessions in Central North Carolina 

Practical education on lodge management and leadership, with classes 
on Masonic history, traditions, and structure. Offered in your region, 

targeted to your needs and delivered by expert instructors. 
 
The Davie Academy provides new 
opportunities for North Carolina Masons to 
explore the Craft and improve themselves as 
Masonic leaders. Day-long sessions are offered 
on the first Saturday of each month in locations 
across the state. Instructors are experienced 
Masons specially trained to deliver coursework. 
Training is targeted to members from the 
newest Master Mason to the seasoned lodge 
officer. 
 
Four tracks are offered: 
 
Track 1 Introduction to Freemasonry: History and Traditions 

 
Track 2 Introduction to Masonic Leadership: The Lodge Officer 

 
Track 3 Intermediate Topics in Masonic Leadership: Approaching the East 

 
Track 4 Advanced Topics in Masonic Leadership: The Master’s Station 

 
For locations and to register visit www.grandlodge-nc.org/education-resources. 
For more information contact the Grand Lodge Committee on Masonic Education at 
ncglcme@gmail.com or (910) 572-7678 

 

2017 Central Region sessions 
 
May 6 Excelsior Lodge 261, Track 3  
 
August 5 Oxford Orphanage, Track 1 
 
 
All sessions are 9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
Cost: $45 in advance, $60 at door. 
Includes lunch, materials, certificate of 
completion. 
 

 

Excelsior M
asonic Lodge N

o. 261 
3900 Litchfield Road 

C
harlotte, N

C
 28211-2012 

 
“TH

E
 FR

IE
N

D
LY

 LO
D

G
E

” 
 	

	
	

	


