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The Parrot Mason 
by Bro. Robert H. Johnson, PM 

http://www.midnightfreemasons.org/2015/12/the-parrot-mason.html 
 

Admittedly, the title of this post sounds offensive. I didn't 
make this term up and I am not the first to use it. It is however 
an entry in Mackey's Masonic Encyclopedia. It is as follows; 
 

"PARROT MASONS 
 

One who commits to memory the questions and answers of the 
catechetical lectures, and the formulas of the ritual, but pays 
no attention to the history and philosophy of the Institution, is 
commonly called a Parrot Mason, because he is supposed to 
repeat what he has learned without any conception of its true 
meaning. In former times, such superficial Freemasons were 
held by many in high repute, because of the facility with which 
they passed through the ceremonies of a reception, and they 
were generally designated as Bright Masons. But the progress 
of Freemasonry as a science now requires something more 
than a mere knowledge of the lectures to constitute a Masonic 
scholar." 
 

The topic raises several questions and also, high emotions. I 
believe what Mackey was trying to say is that one 
should endeavor to understand what he is reciting rather than 
just reciting it alone. There is no understanding in rote 
memorization. Understanding the lessons of the degrees and 
what happened in them is what matters.  
 

I believe somewhere along the line we as Masons had to ask 
ourselves, "How do we know this Brother is ready for the next 
degree?" and the answer lay somewhere in the memorization 
of the catechism. I suppose this is fine in a perfect world. A 
world where there is a direct correlation between memorizing 
and understanding. A brother over all, needs to understand the 
words, the degree and the lessons before he progresses, but in 
today's practice its more of a "here is the degree here is 
the catechism memorize it and move on..." mentality. This 
leaves men ill-equipped to handle what true Freemasonry is 
about, truth, love and brotherhood.  
 

Mackey wrote a paper called "Reading Masons And Masons 
Who Do Not Read" in which he further addresses this issue. 
You can read that piece here.  
 
~RHJ 
 
 

Bro. Robert Johnson, PM is the Managing Editor of the 
Midnight Freemasons blog. He is a Freemason out of the First 
North-East District of Illinois. He is the Secretary of 
Waukegan Lodge No. 78 and Education officer for the 1st N.E. 
District of Illinois as well as a member on the Grand Lodge 
Education Committee. He is also a member of the York Rite 
bodies, AMD, The Illinois Lodge of Research and a member 
of the Scottish Rite Valley of Chicago as well as a charter 
member of the Society of King Solomon, a charity 
organization run by the Grand Lodge of Illinois. Brother 
Johnson currently produces and hosts weekly Podcasts 
(internet radio programs) Whence Came You? & Masonic 
Radio Theatrewhich focus on topics relating to Freemasonry. 
In addition, he produces video shorts focusing on driving 
interest in the Fraternity and writes original Masonic papers 
from time to time. He is also a co-host of The Masonic 
Roundtable, a Masonic talk show. He is a husband and father 
of four. He works full time in the executive medical industry 
and is also a photographer on the side as well as an avid home 
brewer. He is currently working on a book of Masonic essays. 

	

Want	to	receive	official	notices	and	timely	information	from	the	lodge?	Send	an	email	to	the	Secretary	at	scott_wilson1@hotmail.com.	
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2015 Officers 
Master Randy Nealey 704-796-7973 
SW  David Carriker* 704-351-7653 
JW  Phillip Brent 704-909-8160    
Treasurer Tim Berly*   704-849-7886 
Secretary Scott Wilson  704-200-7430 
SD  Greg Williamson 980-307-1979   
JD  Dan Andrews 704-535-1511 
SS  Clay Pettit   704-361-6429 
JS  William Mitchell 765-251-8570 
Chaplain Glenn Tompkins 704-941-5301 
Tyler  Harold Kossove* 980-253-9624    

* Past Master 
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December Calendar 

 

 

 Monday, December 7th 
Stated Communication 

***OFFICER ELECTIONS*** 
Dinner at 6:00pm 

Meeting at 7:00pm 
------ 

Monday, December 14th  
Lodge is Dark 

------ 

Monday, December 21st 
Officer Installation 

Hors d'oeuvres at 6pm 
Meeting at 7:00pm 

Families/Friends Welcome 
------ 

 Monday, December 28th 
Lodge is Dark  

 ------ 

Monday, January 4th  
Stated Communication 

  

    

  
  

   
  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

   December Birthdays 
     Josh Barnett  John Bright 
     Edwin Colvin James Garrison 
     Billy Grant  George Helderman 
     Gregory Holman Norris Horne 
     Sidney Jones  Derek McKelveyLu 
     Luther Moser Randy Nealey 
     Charles Peterson Terry Revels 
     Bill Sewing  Joel Stegall 
     John Stover  James Summerlin 
     Melvin Witherspoon   
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Officer	Installation	Night	
	

We	will	be	having	our	annual	Officer	
Installation	Night	on	December	21st.	On	this	
evening,	all	family	and	friends	are	welcome	to	
join	us	as	we	recognize	our	2016	elected	
officers.	Please	join	us	on	this	special	night.	
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------	

Election	Rules	per	The	Code	
	

• Nominations	for	WM,	SW,	JW,	
Treasurer,	Secretary	are	not	allowed.	

• Master	of	the	lodge	may	be	anyone	
who	has	served	as	Master	or	Warden.	

• Paper	ballots	required.	
• 2/3	majority	(excluding	blanks)	

required	for	WM	election.	Simple	
majority	(51%)	required	for	other	
offices.	

• If	there	are	too	many	votes,	(including	
blanks)	the	vote	is	void.	

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------	

What	is	meant	by	the	Golden	Fleece,	Roman	
Eagle,	and	the	Star	&	Garter?	

	

The	Order	of	the	Golden	Fleece	was	founded	by	
Duke	Phillip	of	Burgundy	in	1429.	The	Roman	Eagle	
was	the	symbol	of	the	power	and	might	of	Rome	
during	its	heyday	two	thousand	or	more	years	ago.	
The	Order	of	the	Star	was	founded	by	King	John	II	
of	France	in	the	1300's.	The	Order	of	the	Garter	
was	created	by	King	Edward	III	of	England	about	
the	same	time.	The	use	of	the	apron	as	a	badge	is	
actually	older	than	any	of	these.	

http://www.pagrandlodge.org	
 

Secretary’s Dream 
 

I fell asleep the other night 
And while I had my snooze, 

I dreamed each member stepped right up 
And promptly paid his dues. 

But when I found 'twas but a dream 
I nearly threw a fit 

It's up to you to make it true... 
SUGGESTION - Please Remit.	

www.calodges.org/no106/Trivia.html	
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------	

We	will	be	voting	on	2016	officers	at	our	
December	Stated	Communication,	to	be	held	
on	Monday,	December	7th.		Join	us	as	we	
choose	Excelsior’s	future	leadership.		
	

The	elective	officers	are	the	Master,	Senior	
Warden,	Junior	Warden,	Treasurer,	and	
Secretary.	The	remaining	officers	of	the	lodge	
shall	be	appointed	by	the	Master-elect	and	
announced	before	his	installation.	
	

Any	Master	Mason	who	has	served	as	a	
Warden	or	is	a	Past	Master	is	eligible	to	be		
elected	as	2016	Master.	
	

Excelsior	also	elects	Trustees	and	Finance	
Committee	members.	
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------	

December	Stated	Communication	Menu	
	

Meatloaf,	Mash	potatoes,	gravy,	green	beans,	
rolls,	dessert	

Officer	Installation	Menu	
Hors	d'oeuvres	
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